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desire for peace, and perhaps showed himself too much
disposed to press France to the utmost, but the real
reason of the failure was that Choiseul had two strings to
his bow. If he could have peace on his own terms, well
and good ; if not, he had expectations of being able to
continue the war with a new ally.
Since the death of Ferdinand VI. of Spain, and the
accession   of  his  half-brother,   Charles   III. Death0f
(Charles IV. of Naples, the  Don  Carlos  to the King of
whom the kingdom of the Two Sicilies had August 10,
been assigned in 1735), tne Courts of Madrid I759>
and Versailles had been drawing closer together, and on
August 15,  1761, was  signed the celebrated Family
Family Compact, by which the Kings of France ^°mJ*tCjf
and Spain declared that each would regard 1761.
the enemies of the other as his own, and guaranteed
each other's possessions in all parts of the world.    This
guarantee was extended to the Bourbon Princes of Naples
and Parma (a son and a brother of the King of Spain).
Subjoined to the compact was a very important secret
convention, in which the King of Spain pledged himself
to declare war on England on May i, 1762, unless she
had concluded peace with France by that time, and the
King of France promised to restore Minorca to Spain as
soon as war was declared, and undertook to conclude no
peace until the King of Spain had received satisfaction
from England with regard to certain points that were
in dispute.     The King of Portugal was to be invited
to accede to the convention, c because it was not right
that he should remain a quiet spectator of the war of
the two Courts with England, and open his ports to the
enemy.'
Disputes had arisen between England and Spain on
several -points. Spain complained of the violation of her
neutrality by English cruisers, claimed the right of fishing

